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Authors note On this S.Story

This is one of my much discussed stories.Written more than a decade ago
When | was in Bangalore, this was translated into many Indian languages . The
incident happened in front of me almost in full. But a true incident like this is not
sufficient theme for a short story Traffic accidents occur every day in every
town.Old men on bicycles die every day .That is mot enough .Only when | saw
the two little boys picking up the scattrerd grains of rice it suddienly transformed
into a truly effective theme for a short story.The implied message in this is
wantonly left unsaid.Just imagine how the effect of the shock ending could be
destroyed if | had added one more sentence like :-
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Author’s note on this story

When | started writing this story | didn't have a clue how it was going to develop
and end. Popular writers often have to work to deadlines | had a pending
request from ‘kalki’ magazine to send a story | opened the day’s newspaper
and saw an ad for a washing machine; the link to the urban housewife was
immediately established and after that the story wrote itself | AM NOT
RECOMMENDING THIS METHOD TO BEGINNERS Dont forget this method is
employed by a person who has 37 years of writing and reading at the back of
his mind including such great masterpieces like Katherine Mansfield's. 'Bliss’
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Author’s notes on this story?

This was written in June 1980.Still many people remember this story essentially
because of its implied male dominance. Coupled with this " the depiction of a
guilt feeling associated with a wrong decision, the husband's stubborn refusal to
say ‘| could be wrong" and the simple genuine emotions of the wife make this a
significant story" so wrote a reviewer Some times the writer feels the urge to
revise, sharpen, or edit a story when he reads it after a long time In this story |
didnt feel it even though there is a slight shift in the viewpoint somewhere about
two thirds of the story. Some of the feedback | received in this web page
suggested a kind of FAQ on short story writing. I' d like to have your views on
this. Sujatha

A note on the illustrator

Mr Maniam Selvam who has illustrated this short story is the leading lllustrator of
Tamil Nadu. You can see his drawings in almost all the Tamil periodicals. He is
the son the late Maniam who was a great artist and added a dimension of joy
to kalkis serials like 'Ponniyin Selvan'. the son is a very versatile artist with a
mix of skills like craftsmanship imagination perspective knowledge and beautiful
lines.
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Author's Note on this story

This is one of my early science fiction stories. | have written about forty of
them. The basic requirement for a "soft” SF like this is a concept called
‘cognitive estrangement’ You can create an estranged world but it should have
some recognizable contemporary emotion in it. The Science in science fiction is
essentially used to create new rules of interaction it need not be accurate Hard
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SF fantasizes a lot; for example in Yarby's Dune stories the new concept is
"Moisture is wealth™ not gold not silver.

A man possessing a glass of water is a very rich man Moisture is sought and
wars are waged If you are new to this genre | would recommend the stories of
Ursula La Guin. Clifford Symack. Ray Bradbury. Brian Aldiss .Theodore Sturgeon
and Douglas Adams the delightful British author SF stories are more challenging
and more difficult to write It is like playing a new game forming your own rules
The only thing more difficult to write is humour We will see an example in the
next story
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Author’s note on this story.

This is also one of my much anthologised stories. Published in "Kalaimagal®
Deepavali issue 1983 first, its Hindi translation appeared in a Sahithya Academy
collection of Indian short stories. This experience was narrated by my cousin in
Bangalore who was actually bitten by a horse. More than the bite the disbelief of
the people that a harnessed city horse can bite, was described humourously by
him. That gave me the idea for the story. The descriptions are a mixture of the
horsecart stands, invariable features in front of many municipal hospitals | have
seen in Trichy and other places.

A note on Madan the illustrator

My association with Madan the ‘Inai Aasiriyar’ of Vikatan spans more than a
decade. He is more than a cartoonist and illustrator. He is a versatile writer, a
very well read thinker and a delightful conversationalist with a glint of humour in
his eyes. He makes the whole Tamil nadu laugh but it is difficult to make him
laugh though | have succeeded in extracting a chuckle or two from him
occasionally. My collaborative effort with him in “Junior Vikatan™ called "Een
etarku Eppadi® was a delightful experience , Madan providing ideal editorial
support which created minor history in popularising science in Tamil and got me
a national award.
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Author’s note on this story

| wrote a series of twelve stories twice in "Kalki® under the common title wgwuwiy
smgsem & Wan(Ho wgwwoy smgsear |his was the last of the second series This is
an illustration of the technique of the ‘letter narration® There are advantages and
disadvantages in this method.Reader participation is very high but we cant have
too much of descriptive passages as these will make the letters sound phony.
As a matter of fact the first letter is almost a verbatim reproduction of an actual
letter | received; the incident was woven into it and the other two letters are
imaginary. Many readers felt that they were all real and commented "this man
has no time perhaps and hence has sent some of his correspondence as a
story” There could be no better tribute :-))
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Author’'s note on this story

| have written more than 150 short stories till now.Many readers ask me which
was my first published story. It was in a magazine called 'Sivaji’ and the year
was 1953 when | was 18. | dont have a copy nor do | remember its content.Then
there was a long gap | did my graduation , got a job and was posted to Delhi
During those worldly pursuits, | didnt write at all. In Delhi one day a friend
showed me a short story he had written. It was bad. | rewrote it for him. He
sent it in his name and it got published in "Kumudam® | realised for the first time
that | had some talent. | wrote some of my own and sent them to "Kumudam™ A
few got rejected and at last the first one was published.It was August 23.1962
issue of ‘Kumudam™. Nothing earth-shaking happened It was an ordinary story
and is given here just to show that good writers need not always have to arrive
with a bang like Arundhati Roy! Perhaps this story can be analysed for some of
its early indictors like short sentences. the desire to be clever and the desire to
be slightly different from the usual rut Officially this is my first published story.

Qan@ly: Nyl @ng SGoeame g e 40



FmI&60S 61T GOSN

9. WM&

SarCanallar g-Capy afwrer Hlamewsde LGarmeans saupel (B BrHsTeauie

ol amps Curg smde OB stavdflaw Wpselle seaianssele ame.snea
Cur_pal_® Brosres msluligwlCeo @mbs Gy Ol elalesae Hujen

Uty 5Cgear.erllg Qenad mpg wallCprsamsl Curs@eug erarm Qs real eIl
L@ epsmas SeUNwCLTE Fhsem aUTFMman SDLLT UTFMET Oi4-&&5F.LsESSH e
UM & sre snenSHfser . o0wif&sear g,rreo"r @@ﬁ,g,rr@,uﬁo m@.@]&s &rr@i)é]lﬂ@urreués GO
DG qg,maﬂgpmm Lserdlpend Feurd CUITED.LIgh&s &&&LD 85I_Lq_85 Qaram(® wrL(H
Cgeucaqqur & WITE) G]&u.lg;g;rraa @@asas Cauam(ho.Camig senrs glamen i Cur (H& G]asmm@
mrrleny eplq&6lamen (b LDGNGOTI‘I‘IJ’@Lq_ Urrg(‘éasurreu el Carallelled @HBSTOD BHLOLIS
galqgw gembl. HarCaralle eraranar UMY Ss& é]ﬁg,g;rrm Qamnepaw u@u(‘éu@u_l

LoV SSF S0 FOeVSHSS O Lilg§&IE OSTan iy (HBSTE . 66l N6t oG Gre e 6Te n)
Cal_Lrar. CeranGeen .

"fraser Lmrs Caawr?" earprar. gy mdlew s srar. Qg i ey LsD 2 ICWTHEs
Al ame.

"oy

"Quuwr?"

Qe Gevrerr. " Hriser?”

"orerr QU L. g e meawsgl Guwr. QUCGurg LTTSgeurmer "

"Qevstar Qussor?"

"CegGs oeursear wreaumn Curelser " (coGurah ererm UMy &engen W
&u@mna‘ﬂ@gns&r)"rjmﬁ&@% Sally Cprasw &GT'TGTT@_I.USSGT.T Cus B & Ceougren’, Cougmiser
aaad QeTgemsL um@ uny s C‘Sg,.stg)g,@mrrm 2 BIBEHS &S Qgﬁmﬁ@a@m M,
@ng,g,é]nc]u_lm &, osreu Caugn" "@ssHNwd G e u.lg‘@U Grm@g)m

"egs SN eraTug) ug‘@U @@Jg;g,g,]&;@ CouGmm(m @uu_ll;r GI'GN[_T)I‘I‘GN GI'GN&S@&S Qamnepaw
Qeul_sLors @@rjg@] '@ FevEHSHL CsFwrg Brear @@ SLLWLLT Qe sflenwiy.
2 BIGET Bl & uu_ﬂg)eﬂaaasrras @Jrj@]@&;é}@rpm

" oluan Sflgg" Brem e mser BIL(HU LS SSESmET Lig556 Qaraiy medCoer " .
"opEFFflun. @ams @@ WW el LD aarmsier QFre eCeuamHib.crmsEnsE Cougpd
o Lflaeg g 2 LIGwrslle wmoe Curwuie L g. meisamer Hrgem g5 Csmeamr®
@ﬂLLe'UaaefT"

@-MSUGN LG GITenSWL_GIT GTGIT ENGITL! LI & ST . £rmas@ng,rr6m @Q[_F)Ql I leygar"

@euemu &m@_@u_leu @D Gerenmu Dml_@emg)aS@ REUGUTHEME. L& 6D

S|GU QUETEYSTET ' " W QEGNGOTI‘I‘IJ’ESQT'? amgam GCus () & Caugran’ @u.l&;&;g,é]eu BenL
wpeapuilann Ceagmaaie Lig ere wrGw Qeuig Qsmarig (hsHComn"

"Quanss”

ﬁrmasm Cougmamer Ligssmnoe erluigd Qare e 1plgun?”

uu;.g,g, @.l@mj@u_l Qere ewemn. @ouradifer. CousmIseT (PLOCUGID WITHEISET
u.uas@rs.las@'rg,rrm

"Geugld (I erarn CQFTe cug SLIL. @@Jg,m arapre ole).Ns Caugd Le

Qg Wi eumisEns Gfw My & seanarl Lt o seerd Oame eugl.eumo Ceugd @angls Quimmeaner

Qan@Ly: Nyl @ong SGoeane e 41



FmI&60S 61T GOSN

o arsgeug. wuOr Casbsrar brser Q&rrevaﬂg) wrlflurs @fﬂg]aameﬂ o anly & Gleug)
Qb Hmeyamw Oy, &as@)u_lg@gr aarm @ aend o an(h. &'&)U@Jmﬂ @@Jg,u) Lonprjg]lﬂaa
udlws éﬂnc]emu_lasm@'ras &ngailg)gﬂ @45@7@@1 & C‘S@Jg;g,é]eu TS GG DAL LD 6T & SENEIT
@asg,rmaseﬂ T EUET &eIFons Greo‘ras@ Qare GUQ} gﬂ@_lra.laﬂu_l@urrgﬂ Greo‘ras@& éhﬂuq
b SG.TaTan (hH aNCAMSLOTE HUFHD.GLOULL LT Lgds cubs @bdw &Egm@&@
2OwN&ss GHS grevdf @@Jg;rmaammu upd @Capy afwrer BHlame wsdle oi&Hamaen
Lr)@ﬁ’smmaa@as@ LFHUND oenLILIT Lbrrg)&;rr@ﬂu.ﬂ@) aarrafr@urr|_® @L@ﬂ@ﬂ@%ﬂ@ﬂ' u&g@m
'WrsmISmET Hanl (peopuwile) BLSS Py GI'GOTQJ Qere eugl SLIL. Drrrm&s@‘r GTTRI GGIT
Ceug Lflule cursenGrul enbafanguiled o erer BTHLS u@@&aﬂ@w o aer &g,g,m@‘r
WISEISOETWLD BL&HE CQaraiy {sHComo. osaNCanrts SIFn FTgTomen WD 6T e b
Qew HGpmwo. "

"@@Jg,qnqu_lrr'?"

@cJDLD @rméﬂ@mgﬂ BTOLG MO SIS 2 6TeTg ST 6Tk ST g,emu@m.o& Qswesn"
SleUET WMiLlG eTeenen Loarl GalLme. Losaﬁ]asasl_eml_g, S weafl LT &&)1" Bem ad
B e ey Loa] 2 GTaTE).2 BIGERE & @@%LL&@E,@H@ B el &gl CurHGmer.
2 RIGEHS G @QQFLL&(@E'&JWGU'&JWGN' prer epm Corb @mn@g@gm Curuwi g sren
urruasaaevrr@m oYY aaemmrrqaa em@m@aa@m &WI_I_JI_LC}_@UU@D'&I) L @g urmeuuNeame.
aaastar Qe dprrser LMTssomn ' "erarar SflsSHbrser?"

"Bren e Lytwaner. arearemar Curarpeurser @bSwissrhaseNa Cews wCeuemig w
@@Jm@)&;mm Qe Ceus Lr)rrl;qei) 9Owsarmear Frger Qgw by ser"

g,u|_| @@Umg, wrsm &6 e Lr)rrsm@ auemswen LGrrélsyser urm@as@asas aupseny.Caprsy,
2 $&1GT, @.@SGUDC]U_{ Aymoany ererm’ jeuaen W HOifEs &maoas@g;u) CS@JLqrasmasu_Jrras
@@Eg,rr@m SlIET GTaT eneT @il &g)%sm ML @45]&0 Cousld Lig & seuan GTemLig)
&'rGDI_lLDITEBQ} OB 53 ggblj’@.lLDl‘l‘GoT & ST . Gremgu_u_o &r& spnsCana HeN{Hwn @{@LDIﬂ&S&S
Sreud. Seuafld ety Sams @ﬂl_aaam_rrgﬂ TG ) £Umn@6mg,@g>6m @@Lﬁgﬂm Grmmg,rraﬂ
Qewdpryser LMy Sgall_ e GTGZSTQJ @g;rrmrf)]mgd 'aumHCper " eren Cperr. " eTmigen
q@@%@mgg@]@ asa)pr;gg@aarrmm &mas@aa@ QeamastCan’ """ eranCper.
SIGUGT 2 DETSHLONG " GUT(THEIGET ' 66 DTG .

grCumier el QeueCw aupGsmd ephHuei alewdlwsgra HlblaysHisE LSGIL
udlamerbg LGaranser rarCouule o@sarafluwrs QnmdlsOsma g (hbSe.
Graam)ugrm)@m wWed &y &amdlal) Qg;rr@@urrmu) ey @g,lﬂpr;g;gﬂ

@gﬂ@ﬂ@m@g@ QD @ﬂ@asg,g;rrm CaugLyfl" Gr@ﬂg)rrm leuan &1y gy Cunriig eSmbg)
&@nqmmm g,mg;é]eu L meug Sih&dle urrU&s van e Wl(H5 S8 61els sefled Ligel
GTGIT MILD @LD GrGo‘r@JLo Gr@@u_ﬂ@asas L saurser sl s1al auamangdle QbS5 CsTEHS
Coywb earypgl erdeviigey U ealaw ol (h alledelCLmbd.@mdlw Cereore
utengsuile Gwfsstalle gl QurHflwne LTnSSeT 2 GTeTeameun 6rem)
< FEflwLILBDLUIG LTS @@Eg@] GRS @gurm&ﬁ] urrmg,u_‘ﬂa) 2T W S Sl 6 SGLIE
@urrsug, C‘Sg;rreo‘r@u_lgj Sjatar CuHsQsranCL @I_Lq_GOTI'I'GOT 2 e, BEDL (LPEO DSGEIT
91S HEGTULD @@Jg,asrreuwg,rrm Cougmsailey 2 66T &(HSGEHSHET OGS Lr;rrasnc]asg,éleo‘r
wCasTaTET SN &(HS &GS . QUCLTE Qeuyser Cereaun Big bang g,g,gj@g;mg,
flsGeusd Cere aSlumsHna. @@mm eplg- @@Gﬂ QmBSg eranmLd LD&SITI_JIJ'GTTU_JLD
ejg)u|_® g,@uu) EPEOLOTS (1 FgHaevg ararmid .. ' @QBs LIS smeaiss 2 SaIms
L& SSBISETT ) STGH  GTIRI 6T Drr@ EU@E@J WpCursars @@asaﬂg)gﬂ S H6 W e D
Qamens S Cur g (/b ST e Drrrmas@‘r &@ul_u]_@u@um_o Grra.las@as@ 2 mis6fLOl(HbH &l
Ceuanig wig) @@Jg;u) Qeeme Lraiy Gram@g)m Sjeua Lad LigLL (Hiell g @urrguu)
sgarlar ojeua CwerarnorsGe aupgrer. epm Crrade Ceuasn (B Ceugyf) erarmid
‘avOevaunasd aTaTmId YEFeSSQd FHMEHSSSad Curr® Curl () e pdwurs
a9 Ceual) CuIL () LrsHwren s1(Hl NrCsan CsfBsg.LTMms QaTaid Gns

nde wreanger geTaCwnger.grsde Glgmasar QsfbsHeam. cTaS(BHE Geul HEHs S

Qan@ly: Nyl @ng SGoeame g e 42



FmI&60S 61T GOSN

P@@ S5 5g eTenm) %&&mu_lmrraa QmBSE. BIEGT QDR BL&& QSTEHID FSITLOTE
uyanerene Gurapy GLsHo Lmsba @aarr@smq@g)g; Qemspsame Sng b Lpea
agasdle em Qb HOLEIBES JMHE FDHQID & soT

erfB G0 ST 4 (H& &, HPled Qb %LD QLF)U_I Lm@&;@&;ﬂ@ﬂ@ é]g)eﬂsu QeueTenars Sy

QU L&y (PefleuT S6T @D @ GTaTm WHST 2 F&TLeild
@&UJQJQSSWGUUIL{;.@[_F)'&)WU&GTT

"osan swens flew " eranpren erenaenl W Gwfes urrgeurgear! snm CopLmid
Coradlw e @@JGTﬂIj’ Lo@atq;fﬂ@) LLene @460‘0?]@5 Qleuer enera sy Gmélfas@'r BHlew m
Qasrremu;_@asas ST HEFS G WOs HHCs gm@ uassefa Smasar auflendwns meudsL
Ul_lq_(lbLF)g)GN slmaisailan QpnHuile) @m @O0 @l_Lqr@asas @@Jg,(gaarr@qnm &&&Gmg;rru_‘ﬂuﬂa)
Qmpsg. salal Qbdlr CseursErsE Lias" Gr@ﬂg)rrm Y)Y @l_gmg,aa sLbg Osarm
< Sy Bl efe Logrg,gquﬂa) @@[_F)'&)G)_IIJC]I_LD Qearm" LD@_n)rrulj]Uq D GG

b S H&EHCner" cTaToIET. "B WG e Quu_nj’? T bS fafl.Lenes san
QELDI_II_GRDI_Q') By QL&even auens fladl. soam eLd @g,é];rrn_atm FLT(Ply B .. CTETSH S
ag;g; G s Grg)g, Coasdad @maHComd crandly GULL gouL (Hell L g|.

&rmaagr Lr;rrgrrru_lemm " erer G .

"Sipsam Gaon?"

"@JDL'D"

"Bla pe Gugﬂ' LEis e e @@J@nﬁo‘r &m@ggﬂu@un TG & g@g)u Quamsefed ¢HS S
I_{GZSTGNGIDSSU_{I_GUT GTaT 9i(HF e @Jg;g,] @Jrr@rmaaen GTGTOIGT. LIFT @ WISSTO (LP6n @
@@_lr&l@@_lgj Couggme Gom asu)uuc_bl_l_n &me Guor @g;mrraag;g,rrsm QB8 LNnsme

eraena LomEmm( Lr;rr@)rn_up(g)m Hob s @l_g,gﬂas@ &ml&og@]& Qearm HeuliLnss glam(HLD
CS@.H_Lq_u_p_D Qar(hsg " oaibg QsTeT EhEIG6T " GTe DIET.

659@7

"o mig6T Belem 2 el u_Jrrasg,g,JaS@u QuIrmb ST&)" eTew mmerT .

@{Gﬁo‘ﬂ@ﬂg@ @ﬂ@@ﬁ’u&mrﬂ eren Gmer .

" @45m®&mm GTGZSTQJ T QA cupbg TG L[ eran lenenw [5&Heer.
&3@55160 LD@EF@T Laaemme wremeuill(® Gppduie SOl L rer.

‘e Wb ?" erer Gper.

"Ly &eursgent Q& e a)afﬂa)mev'? LASHDSTLI QBBSTE® LIPHISET 2 e D "

"Qare ewalle) eney. GreaTWImELD "

"LpagGlogi

" gL QueTrpren ?"

SjeueT eTeene BUITHG LMT$g Lrgrudl CQere welle ane? " erampmer.

'@d)meu@u_l gar?"

"HmasGogs e BN TaILSS BIaE Qms Mﬂ@'wg@v Caiggdla pUUSTAZ)
u@gﬂuﬂ@o &@T@Tgﬂ QD& @.. Hrser LTL&yT?"

"Qeena eren?"

" Nymwemryr? "

..O%Lb..

"yNdmg .LCrrdlsmer eﬂm@g;@usmraa <6 uaslul Gurdlpmy ser "

"Qeunwl er BN | eremenr Qememenmui? LeSlwm?"

"M, 2 arener LWl Curdlpry ser q@m@wgw Greo‘rugﬂ 2CH. TETSHEHS G
cIyene GNENSBEHE @ @S S Tane, @@@as@ SGIT GUGNHENT, anwg,g,JaS@

alugarflenw, Q&rr;rasasg,g‘;‘lg)@ UWEMES oo waa ety Quily wnOdr Causs e
puwglsar Qmssns”

" wevl 1 Cyradm” cranCpear Aflggs CaranGL.

"Qeme" erarprer. ere &Ml LNaTLSSS S Sl eTer. " M SSHIF CF emisar "

Qan@ly: Nyl @ng SGoeame g e 43



FmI&60S 61T GOSN

GTGIT DTG .
<gm Cuy eramenan CpHESHany ser.

Author’s Note on this story

one of the themes of Science Fiction is placing an ancient ritual in modern
settings. Authors like Brian Aldiss have used this theme effectively, | would
recommend a delightful collection called "Untouched by Human Hands™ Ira Levin's
novel * Rosemary’'s Baby' is also of this type This short story occured to me
while waiting for a delayed flight in Chicago | did meet a person like the one in
the story and was talking to him more or less in the same lines. The "Vedapuri’
idea suddenly occured. | kept the plot in my mind and wrote it only after | did
some reading on Vedic rituals.

Incidentally, this short story was made into a humourous play by my friend Ram
of Los Angeles and staged in LA recently to an appreciative audience
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Author’s Note on this story

Some of the predictions made in my science fiction stories have come true. It is
sometimes gratifying and sometimes embarassing .This story written almost
twenty years ago has now come very close to reality. We wish and fervently
pray this does not ever happen.
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"Death is nothing to us since so long as we exist death is not with us but when
death comes. we do not exist".
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Author’'s Note on this story

This is not a story. It is an article | wrote immediately after the death of my
father When it was published in "Kumudam™ many people pointed out its short
story structure When describing a real poignant incident like this the writer's
craft comes in in the selection of incidents and non emotional narration.
Incidentally the short story "flmgseamss Csi" was re-published in Kungumam
weekly and was selected as the best story of the month by "@Qesdlu Hpgamer"
a literary forum which holds its meeting rain or shine, every month for more
rhan twenty five years now. Ironically when the story was published first time
twenty years back it wasn't noticed.
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Authors note:

This short novel will be given in three parts In this instalment you may notice the
technique of the implied flash back used.The flashback sequence is easily
recognized by the narrative comtent itself. This story appeared in
"Anandavikatan® and has been dramatised into a tv play.
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